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I want to write a little sketch of my life. I was born March 6, 1857.

About the first thing I remember was when my sister Minnie was born. I was

four years old then and had to rock the cradle. My sister Ellen was two years

old and not old enough to do that; she would rock too fast and that would

throw the baby out, so mother forbade her to do it.

I remember going with other children to an old teacher where I learned my

first lessons. Then, when my sisters were old enough, we went to another

school. It must have been a mile and a half from our home. The children

carried the turf with them to keep a fire going in the winter. But father

sent a load of turf every fall and that would be our share; we did not have

to carry any more,

I recall one time that mother sent sister Ellen and me to get some new

potatoes. There had been quite a flood in the creek because of a big rain

the night before. Sister Ellen had a new bucket with her and when she dipped

it into the stream, it was pulled out of her hand. She made a grab at the

bucket, missed her hold, and fell into the creek. I ran to see what was wrong

and all I could see was her hair floating on top. I grabbed her head of hair

and pulled her out. It was a close call.

Our family kept growing. I was the oldest of nine children; there were

five girls and four boys, but my youngest brother died when he was a baby.

Now, my being the oldest, I had to go to work early, I was big for my age. I

could almost do the work of a man and I was proud of it. I told my father I

would like to go to school a little as I was almost 12 years old. He let me

go to school for a few months that winter, I learned more in those few months

that I was in this Catholic school than all the time I was at school before.

The teacher begged my father to let me attend longer, but father thought when

I could read and write my own name that was good enough for a farmer. It

was as much as a lot of them got. I made up my mind if ever I had children

I would give them a chance, I could not say anything; I just kept on working.

There is one thing I will say; I was brought up under religious influence.

The Bible was the Book of Books in our home, and there was always family

prayer. If we did not have our shoes blacked on Saturday, we had to go as

they were. We always went to Sunday school and church if we were well,

I well remember the time that Moody and Sankey came over to the north

of Ireland. When that great revival started, the Wesleyan M, E. church took

it up and had tent meetings all over the country. Thousands became converted.
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After those meetings stopped, the young people had prayer meetings all over

the country Sunday afternoons and class meetings on Sunday mornings. There

was a minister in the Church of England in the tovm of Fintona, where I was

raised, and he started a Young Men's Christian Association. I joined it,

and we took the pledge that we would never touch a taste of any drink. I am

glad to say I have been able to keep it so far. I never drank any beer in

my life.

I got to talking about coming to the United States when I was young.

My uncle, father's brother, had no family and he wanted me to live with him

and my father gave his consent as he did not want me to go to the United

States. I was going with a young girl I liked pretty well. I thought if

everything went all right I could get married pretty young. But when I

wanted to get uncle to sign over to me, he refused to do it. I said I was

willing to do my part but he would not do his, so he paid me for the time I

worked for him. I took it in sheep. When I came back home they were all

glad to see me, not only my own family, but all the young people I was ac-

quainted with. My sister Minnie was learning dressmaking; I would go after

her in the evening and bring her home. There was quite a group of young

girls working there. I used to have a great time with them.

When my 21st birthday came around, I went to the pasture and got my

sheep and drove them out; I was taking them to the sheep market to sell them

I met my mother just as I got out of the pasture. She said, "James, where

are you going?" I said, "I told you I was going to America." She made such

a fuss over it I could not stand it, so I drove the sheep back into the pas-

ture and went to work just as usual, until another year passed. I was 22

now and went again to get my sheep. Mother saw me again and made the same

fuss, I went to her and put my arm around her and said, "Mother, you are

going to make yourself sick now. Don't do it. I am going this time," so

I went to the market and sold the sheep and then took my passage for America

I had to wait for two weeks for the ship on which I -was to sail, so I went

to see my uncle, ray father's brother. He was married to an aunt of my

wife-to-be. She was there at that time; I had a good time with her. She

told me she was going to America the next year, to Minnesota, I said,

"Let me know when you arrive."

She let me know she was with her aunt. I will say I was never so glad

to get a letter in my life as that one. I sent her my photo and she sent

me hers and we got engaged right away, I was never sorry for that. We kept
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writing to each other. I was farming and batching it, I found it hard work

so I wrote to her and asked her if she would come to Crete, Nebraska, if I

sent her the money. I would be there to meet her and bring her to my aunt's

home and then get the license. She said all right and came to Crete on

January 25, 1882. The next day we got married by the Congregational minis-

ter, Dr. Bross. His wife and my aunt Graham were the witnesses.

There is one thing I don't want to leave out. The first night we were

together, she went to her valise and took out a little family Bible. She

said, "James, let us start our life with the family altar." I said, "That

is the way I was raised." She said that that was the way she was raised,

so we kept it up. Our first child was born on December 9, 1882. Her name

is Ellen Anne. We were in Lancaster County. The next year we moved to

Saline County. Our second girl was born August 2, 1884. Her name was Katherine.

Then we moved to Greeley County in the spring of 1885. I got cheap land there

and went into the cattle business. On July 6, 1888, another child came along.

My wife had said to me, "If this child will be a man child, I have dedicated

him to the Lord for a Presbyterian minister."

My wife was born a Presbyterian. She was one of the McClean clan. They

were all Scottish Presbyterians. There were no churches nor any town when we

came to Greeley County. There was a Sunday school in Spring Creek; we attended:

my wife taught a class there. We would have someone come and preach. There

was a Presbyterian church in Scotia, 20 miles west of us. The minister would

come over and preach sometimes. Scotia was the county seat of Greeley County.

When the train came in to Greeley center and the town started, then a vote of

the people that made that the county seat. A Methodist Episcopal church

started there, but we were 10 miles from it. There was a little town five

miles west of us by the name of Bratton. They started a church there, but

were not able to finish. The Methodist Episcopal man from Scotia was preach-

ing there. He came to William Starrett, a brother-in-law of mine. He came

to us to see if we would sign a bond to finish the church and put new furni-

ture in it. Things ran all right until 1894. when everything in the county

was burned up. The church was closed. The Methodist Episcopal Board had

furnished the money. They came to Starrett and me to see if we could put

up the money. We told them if they would throw off the interest we would

try and sell the church and get them the money. A Lutheran church had

started in Greeley: we saw them to see if we could sell them the furniture.

They bought it. Then we sold the church by auction. William Starrett put it
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up to where we would get out. We got enough to pay what we owed and some more

and turned it over to the Methodist Episcopal church in Greeley. They started

to build another M. E. church at Endfield. They came after us again to help

them out. I drove over the county to raise money for them. I asked everyone,

Catholic and Protestant. Everyone I asked gave something. The M. E. church

of Cedar Rapids, Boone County, was at the head of this movement. I handed

over the money I had received: after a little while later a few of the men

came over to our home and said that they had chosen me as one of the men that

they would like to see that the church was finished. I said, "You mean to say you

would like to have me go on the board to see that this church is finished?"

"Yes, that is what we wanted," they said. I replied, "I thank you gentlemen

for the honor you confer upon me, but I have just gotten off one board that I

was on in the church in Brayton. I am not going on another for some time."

My wife was worried about things. The girls were growing up and this was

a poor place to raise them. I said there was a party at St. Paul, Howard County,

that wanted to trade me a farm about a mile south of town. It would not be a

bad place to live. I made the trade. It was a nice-looking farm on top, but

the subsoil was gravel; it would not hold the moisture. I turned in quite a

few cattle on the trade and lost money on that deal. I rented it and moved

into Greeley, renting the town site of 140 acres from the Lincoln Town Site Co.

for 1125.00 an acre for three years. I only stayed one year in town, for I

wanted to be out in the country. I brought 12 head of dairy cows and four

head of horses with me. Arthur was now 10 years old when we moved. He was

a great boy to work: he could not be beat. I got hold of a farm northwest of

town, two miles. I put new buildings on it and fenced it in. There were 480

acres in the farm. We lived there for six years.

The children went through high school and they were at Doane College. I

had this farm paid for. A party came over from Boone County, four miles

northeast of Primrose. They wanted to trade their farm for this one. so we

traded. I have this one yet. The only church in Primrose was Presbyterian.

I asked the Methodist Episcopalian preacher for our family letter. He said,

"Do you want to put it in the Methodist Episcopalian church?" I said that

there was no M. E. church in town. "What church do you want to put it in?"

he asked. I said. "Presbyterian." He said, "I won't give you any letter to

put in that church." I said, "You can keep it." When I told the Rev. Ral-

ston. who was Scottish, he said. "Let him keep it." He took my wife and me

and the three children in as full members. I was made one of the elders. We
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VJhen our children came into the new home, how they did enjoy it! They were

a great help in the church with the young people. My wife and I thought we

had made a wonderful change for the better.

Times were good and it was not hard to make money those days. I bought

another quarter of land adjoining these two quarters. We paid the cash for

it and I had a young fellow hired to help on the farm. But Arthur made up his

mind to stay at home one year from college to help to fix things up. There were

too many fences where they were not needed. I like to see good big fields, 80

acres is small enough. We did not stop; in only a few years we had hired help.

On Sunday they were gone, so I called a sale. We sold off about $3,500.00

worth of cattle and horses and machinery and rented the farm to a man who

farmed it for l6 years. He made us lots of money if we had known where to put

it. We lost $16,000.00 in the Hadley Bank. After I left the big farm, we

bought a small farm west of Cedar Rapids, put up a house west of the depot,

kept two cows, had a nice team of horses, raised lots of corn, fed hogs and

chickens. We had a nice home,

our daughters got married. Katherine was the first; she married Chase

Sawtell. He was a very fine man. They went out as missionaries to Korea. He

lived there only three years when he took fever and died. My wife took that

awfully hard. Ella got married to John Y. Crothers and went to Korea. Kathe-

rine came back home with her little daughter Mary Elizabeth Sawtell. We were

at Cedar Rapids at that time. Poor little Mary Elizabeth, when her mother and

she were coming home, was struck with Infantile paralysis. On one of her legs

she wears a brace. I never saw a child as pleasant as she was. Her mother was

taking her to a doctor in Philadelphia.

My wife's health was going, I could see. I said to her, "Mary, do you

know what the doctor told you? He said you had hardening of the arteries, if

you would go to a different climate, it would help you." Your only brother is

back in the north of Ireland. Your sisters are in Philadelphia and Katherine

is taking this child to the doctor there, and Arthur is going to graduate from

Princeton in the centennial of Princeton and we will take that in. You stop

with your sisters and I will go up to Princeton and see if Arthur wants to go

along to Ireland. Brother Cal will take care of things here until we get back,

I got rent from the farm this morning, a check for 15 hundred, if that is not

enough, we will get more. What do you say?

we went, and I stepped . night In Philadelphia. Newt .ernlng I went np

te Princeton. I went np the river on the boat to the station and went Into
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the tovm on the bus. When I got there, I met a young man on the street, I

said to him, "Do you know a young man here by the name of Arthur McClung?"

He said, "I sure do. Everyone knows him," He pointed, "I think he is over

there at lunch." Just now I stepped to the door and took a look; I could see

Arthur at the head of the table. He looked up and saw me. He said, "Dad,

where in the world did you come from?" I said, "From the farm; your mother

is in Philadelphia with her sisters. We are on our way to the British Isles.

I want to see if you want to come along." He said, "Dad, do you mean it?"

If I did not mean it, I would not have told you. He said he would rather take

that trip then than have a year at college. Well, we will see you graduate.

So we took in the centennial and went to New York to get our tickets.

When we got there we heard the news the Titanic had sunk. Quite a few

that were going on the ship that we went out on gave up going. They were

afraid. I said let us go, it will never be safer traveling than now. We got

to the place at night, but we were held up until the morning. If it is so

that two-thirds of the ice is under the water, that was sure a big one. It

was the biggest mountain of ice ever I saw. My, what chairs, beds, and

mattresses were floating. They picked up a few dead and brought them along

for burial in Scotland.

We had a nice voyage, got off and took the small boat in to Londonderry.

We stopped there all night. Next day we went to Six Mile Cross, to my wife's

folks. They were sure glad to see us and we were glad to see them. Arthur

went to Belfast to the General Assembly. When he came back, we took in my

old home, the place where I was born. We went around to all my folks and all

our relations on both sides. My wife seemed so young when she got back there.

We went to the seashore Bundoran and stopped three weeks then came back to the

old home again. We went to Belfast; we both had folks there. We stopped at

a temperance hotel for three weeks, took in the Giants Causeway, then went

across to Glasgow and took a boat ride on Loch Lomand, then left for Edinburgh

and were there over Sunday. Went to the church that John Knox attended. We went

from there to London. Went to all the principal places, went out to the

Crystal Palace, in the museum saw the Rosetta Stone and the art gallery. From

there we went to Stratford-upon-Avon, Shakespeare's home. From there we came

to Liverpool and stayed there a few days. Took our passage to New York, then

to Philadelphia. From there mother and I went to St. Paul, Minnesota; she

wanted to see her aunt. She had brought something for her from Ireland. When

we got back to Cedar Rapids, we had been gone four months, but found everything

0. K.
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All the time we lived at Cedar Rapids we went to the Presbyterian church

at Primrose. I had a single buggy and a fine driving horse. We went to

Omaha to see Arthur ordained at the church in Benson; it is all Omaha now.

Katherine went to keep house for him. Then it was not long until my wife got

real sick. Arthur said, "Dad, you had better sell out and come down here.

There are good doctors here and see what can be done for her." So I sold

everything I had at Cedar Rapids, and we went to Benson. Mother was glad to

he where she could hear Authur preach. I bought a nice home there and fixe

it up so it could not be much better. But despite all we could do, she go

worse I sent for Ella and brought her home from Korea. She wanted to see

:: blfore She would pass away; however, she lived until dohn came home at his

regular furlough. I had a nurse with her for 46 weeks. She passed away

I told my daughter Ella if she would stop with me for another year I

would sell this property I had in Benson. I had several lots

,ouse. I told dohn if they could arrange it, for him to go back and eav

Ella and the boys. I would go out with them as soon as I could get

e or. .0 I pot too ppoport, o„ to. „pt=t POP S.P.. I »ont op on tp. P„.

1 ,ot to pointing the tonne., nf. evePptPi.g -a p.lnted I o... b.o. to

Benson, got all the property sold. It n.s a far.er that honght the ho« a o

n. gpg „:t nant to nee. nntll the Plr.t oP Haroh, 1 had to -=P

In the winter I got sick; I don't know what was the cause. y

dropped from 130 to 85. I always had low blood pressure. Dr. Heuman could

not ..he ont nh.t na= the ..tter nlth ... »• said he nonld Ut- t«

specialist go over .e and see what was the tronble. I said all g .

lT.lt ,0. to tell .e the truth. If I » going to die. I .ant

A iipH it a name I did not know what it was. I o

He examined me and calle

I had promised to go with my daughter to Korea. g

said if I would go on the water I would never see land. Well. I sa.d, if I

li't see land I will see something else. He said the only hope for^m^e^was

to go to San Diego, California. But I had to go the lower roa

cross the mountains.
^

n. got read, It nas -arch 1, the sno. .as

the street cars were not running, so took
leather

sas City on the Santa F^. When we got out to California, my ^ ^

was nice We got a few rooms in an apartment house. We staye er

.Ohths. 'ih. secOhd .oath I uas there, the ...rich fleet of u.rshlp. ca.e
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into the bay. They gave an invitation to anyone who wanted to see the war-

ships come. A man there I knew from Omaha and I went down and rode around

all the forenoon seeing those big warships, I told Ella when I came back I

never was feeling any better. Those boats just flew across the water. It

did not hurt me at all. My she was glad. So she wrote to the company; we had

to wait for about two weeks for a vessel that was going the southern way, by

the way of Honolulu. So we got started, but there was a strike on. I don't

know how many tons of freight were there to be loaded on our vessel. The

men were standing there and would not touch it; we had to wait it out. The

weather was fine, no wind; we just sailed on top of the water when we got to

Honolulu, We took on oil; it took about all day. We got a cab and went out

to see the wonderful sights of Honolulu. We got started in the evening headed

for Japan. We had been turning our watches back all the time. Now we came to

the international date line, I went to bed Wednesday evening and the next

morning was Friday, so I had no Thursday that week. Little James Crothers

felt awful his birthday came on that day that we were crossing the international

date line. I said to James that was too bad. If you had been going back, you

would have had two. When I was going back, I went to bed Tuesday evening and

got up the next morning, Tuesday, so I had two Tuesdays in the same week.

There was a lady on board who had two birthdays in the same year.

We had a very fine time going across at the port of Japan. As we landed,

they commenced to haul up the baggage. It happened to be ours they were at.

I threw up my two hands and said, Oh my I If you had seen those fellows run;

they thought there was something that would explode. I found a man that could

talk English as well as Japanese. I told him we were not going out of Japan

and it was all old stuff that was used. We had about 10 hundred pounds. We

got two fellows with a wagon and they piled it on and went to the depot. They

told us that first-class tickets were the cheapest for us to buy, as they

allowed you three hundred pounds, and only one hundred on second class. Our

train was not to leave until the afternoon, so we got two jinrikishas and went

around to see parts of the city. When our time came, we went into the train.

I never was in anything as fine as that first class, and when we came to the

boat we had about 10 hours in crossing the Sea of Japan. My daughter says I

never can sleep in crossing, but I said you never went first class before;

it makes quite a difference. My, such bunks as we had, I had to call her

the next morning, and such a breakfast.
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John was on the shore waiting for us to land. He had to change his

ticket to get a first class to Taiku, When we landed at Taiku, some of the

missionaries were there to meet us and they wanted to know if any of us wanted

to ride on jinriklshas. I said I wanted to walk; I had been sitting a good

part of the time for three weeks. We walked through the city about a mile to

the mission compound. I looked back over the city and said to the missionaries,

how long have you been here? They looked at me and laughed; they said I sup-

pose you think we have not much to show for it. yet we will show you something

tomorrow. It is the Christian sabbath. But is the market open? Every five

days is market day here in Korea and it falls on Sunday as much as Monday.

Rev. Winn said you will stop here at this place tonight. I will be after you

in the morning to bring you to Sunday school. So I was around in the morning

in good time and had eaten my breakfast. I saw the crowd go past to the mar-

ket. I told the folks to tell Mr. Winn I was down at the gate watching the

crowd go past. Here comes a man who was driving an ox. He had a big pile of

brush on the ox's back. He was carrying a sack of grain on his own back. He

had a jiggy strapped on his shoulder and the sack in there. They can carry

an awful load that way. Next to him was a woman - I suppose it was his wife.

She had a big basket of stuff on her head. That is the way the women carry

the load. Next came a girl nine or 10 years old and she had a youngster

strapped on her back, and the young one was chewing at a green cucumber. Be-

hind this girl was a boy. He may have been six or seven years old. with his

head up in the air. as independent as the Emperor of Japan, with the same

suit he was born with. Not a stitch of clothes on him. Mr. Winn just got

there; he said. Mr. McClung. you are seeing the sights. Yes. Mr. Winn. I

would be a long time standing on l6th and Farnam Street in Omaha if I would

see anything like that pass.

So we walked down the street to the first church. Mr. Winn looked back

and he said there are the young men of the college coming; wait until they

come down. There are three churches here and they divide up teaching the

men's classes in these churches. The men's class gets out at 15 minutes o

11. then the women's class starts and the young women of the college take he

classes. Just the same. I went in and saw that church filled with men an

boys. I think there are six churches there now. There has been a great work

going on. But you have to go where it is to see it. The hospital is done also.

We were to stop here in Taiku for a few weeks, as the college would close.
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ere was a mission house for us to move in to. Then we were going to the

neral Assembly.

My daughter wanted some changes in the house, some of the furniture

an‘^ed from one room to the other. So she told her husband to send two

ung men to do the work. So they came and she showed them what she wanted

ne. I heard some awful groaning and I went to see what was wrong. These

0 fellows were trying to get a double bed, all made up, through a door. I

t up my hands and made the motion to set it down. I went and rolled the bed

othes into a roll and then rolled the mattress and then the springs, and then

ok the frame apart and carried it out and set it up. Then the two boys and

walked out together. After a little, Ella came out laughing. I said, what

the matter? She said, I am laughing at what they said about you. They

id you were a man of wonderful intelligence.

\^lhen we got ready, we went to the General Assembly. I was appointed as

,e of the first to help with the Lord's Supper. They always want a foreigner

1 help. It was there I first met Dr. McCune. He said, you are a farmer,

) Mrs. Crothers said. I wish you could come out to my station. I said my

cughter is in a hurry to get back to Andong. She has been away so long and

,e wants me to help get in some fruit. But I am going to Mukden in the fall,

i, he said, you will have to go through my station to get there. Well, if

L I will stop and help you if I can. So, the first week in September

started out there. I took my ticket to Syenchun station and got there in

le evening. They made arrangement for me to stop with Dr. McCune. The next

jrning he came and wanted me to look at his cattle. So I went and there

»re 12 head of fine holstein cattle, all tied up with large wooden rings in

leir noses. I said. Dr. McCune, where you were raised, "the most of the

ime in Missouri," did you ever see cattle tied up like this? No, but, he

lid, this is Korea. I know it, but isn't it your job to show these Koreans

ow things ought to be done, I said. I could not say my prayers at night

id go to sleep and leave these cattle this way. It is really a sin to do

t. Look at the flies. They cannot lick themselves. He said, 'what will

ou do? I asked, is this land yours? Yes, he said, over to that row of trees

asked, this nice creek of water? But, he said, you could not let them at

le water. I said, why? We don't give them cold water to drink. You don't

arm it in the summer. I wonder your cattle are alive, and look at the loss

ou are at, putting so much work in them and getting nothing for it. If that

oven wire is yours, get your men to trim the branches of the row of the trees
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Tack one roll of that woven wire twice along the trees, raise it up off the
ground. Have you posts? Take all this ground in. I would like to see them
turned and to see how they look. I will bet you they will be glad to get
those rings out of their noses. He said, how will we get hold of them to milk
them? I asked, is that barn yours? Yes, he said, but we never use it. Well,
we will fix it up so you can use it; we will put a manger along there and stan-
chions. Put each cow, her head in, make her fast and put your feed right in
front of them so they can eat while you are milking, if you want to make a

stand here and put your rock salt in and make a rack and put your hay or
whatever feed you have, and you will soon find out the change you will have
in your milk. He said, there is one cow she will hook all the rest of the
cattle. You can soon fix that -- cut her horns off. I will do it for you.
The boss, he will do it; I am going Wednesday to Mukden.

I want you to come down in the morning to see the school, so I went to
the school at 9 o'clock for the devotional exercises. There were about 50
young men in the school that morning. He had me sit beside him on the plat-
form. He asked me to speak a few words to them, and he would interpret. I

told them that it was a wonderful privilege for them to go through a Christian
school, like this one, to have a Christian education. He gave it to them in

their own tongue, I asked, are these all Christians? He said, every one.

He said, a few days ago I asked how many of them, after they were through

with this school, would want to go through the seminary and then go out as

evangelists or ministers to preach the Gospel. Every hand went up. Where
could you go to a school where every one in it wanted to preach the Gospel? I

don't know where it could be found. So that day I helped the boys to line

out things. Dr. McCune went to the depot to find out that it was the best
to take the night train and get there in the morning, so we went to the depot.
The Doctor said this in prayer meeting night. Do you want to see the way they
turn out to prayer meeting here? We went to the first church and people were
outside bowed down. I tried to get up the steps and look in at the door;

that big church was jammed full. We went to the next and it was the same
thing. Well, he said, how is that -- this town has about 6,000 people and
2,000 are at prayer meeting.

I got started for Mukden, the train left at 2 o'clock and got to Mukden
at 6:30 in the morning, and as I stepped out at the station, a man stepped
up to me and said. Rev. De Comp, I am glad to meet you, I said, you have
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tre wrong man. He said, are you not De Comp? He said, are you a minister?

I said, no. A missionary? I said, are you? He said no, I am from Iowa,

working for the International Harvester Co. I said, I am from Nebraska. He

said, shake again; it is wonderful to see a man from Nebraska and one from

Iowa meet out here in Manchuria. He said, have you breakfasted? I said, no.

He said, you come in to that big hotel. You will get what you want there.

He said, where are you going? I said I was going to the Turnam. He said that

is at the old Chinese city of Mukden; this is the Japanese city. This new

city is built with American lumber and built after the pattern of Los Angeles,

These ladies that are waiting on the tables are all rich men's daughters. You

heard the time the rich ruler Rushie was put to death. All the rich people

were scattered. Their girls made their escape. I will get you a jinrikisha

man. I know quite a few of them. He got me a man that took me in a hurry to

the other station, right to the place I wanted to go. I met the man I wanted

to see from the north of Ireland o I said I had come to visit his station and

I wanted to find out how the work of evangelism was going. He pulled his

watch out of his pocket. He said there is a class of young men, 32 of them,

starting out this morning to preach the Gospel; they were to meet in the church

to have prayer before they leave. I am afraid they are gone. Let me step

across the way and go in at the side door. They were all there, still bowed

in prayer. There were a few to pray yet, so we waited with bowed heads.

When they got to their feet, he introduced me as an American gentleman visit-

ing the mission. Then he asked me if I would speak a few words to them. I

said I was very glad to meet such outstanding young men going out to preach

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and I pray that the Holy Spirit may be on each

one of you so that you may see many souls brought to their knees. As I stood

there with the missionary, I saw those 32 young men step down the middle

aisle of the church. He said to me that is all we can do, we put them through

school and college and seminary and now they are fitted to go out and preach

the Gospel in these villages. That is the way the country is laid out. They

farm around these little villages. I heard later that these young men had

brought many into the Kingdom.

I stopped with this north of Ireland family from the county Antrim. This

was the finest mission station I had visited, a fine hospital there, I met

some ladies who were nurses from the north of Ireland. There was an old lady

there by the name of Me Intire. She and her husband came out in an early day

to China. He was the first to translate any of the scriptures into the Chinese
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language. He put St. Luke's gospel into Chinese. The government would not

let him put it in book form. He had it in leaflets. There were two Korean

young men at that time teaching school in Manchuria and they got hold of

some of this gospel and got converted, but they could not get back to their

own country. Korea would not let any Christians into her country at that

time. I had a nice visit there.

I started back the next morning. I will say this country is the nicest

farming country I ever saw. I stopped off overnight at Syenchun again. I

wanted to see how Dr. McCune's cattle were making it when they had the rings

out of their noses. He said, Mr. McClung, I wish I had seen you long ago. I

wish you would stay and take this job. I said if I had men that I could talk

to, I would like to have a job like that, I would like to show these people

how we do things in America. I saw the cattle in Manchuria all right out in

the pastures.

I got back to Andong. I helped Ella can stuff and get ready for the

winter. The weather was freezing when I was in Manchuria but it was nice here

until the first of December. The winters are cold up north. I stayed right

here at Angong until the spring and then we went to General Assembly. It met

this year at Pyengyang. After we got through there we went to Sorai Beach

to the conference. It meets here every year for six weeks. Missionaries

from all over are there. I met a man who was in the M. E. mission. He was

raised in the north of Ireland, about 10 miles from where I was raised. He

and I went around quite a bit together; I had quite a time with Dr. Moffit.

He was one of the first men to open the mission in Korea. He said to me one

day, Mr. McClung, where were you raised? I said in the county of Tyrone. He

said that is where I was raised. My uncle married a Miss McCormick at Castle-

derg. He died when he was a young man and his youngest son died after him.

His wife was left with a little girl. I think her name was Ellen. I think

ray aunt married again, a man by the name of Scott, I said that was my aunt.

My father married the youngest daughter in that family; her name was Ellen.

Well, then, you knew what became of Ellen Moffit. She married a young man

by the name of Orr down near Newton Stewart. Just before her first child was

born, her husband went to a revival meeting and when he came home, he ordered

all the family on their knees to pray. It seemed something went wrong. They

got the doctor to see if he could tell what was wrong. The doctor said his

mind was gone. They got him into the hospital. He got worse and died. It

was an awful shock to Ellen, so when her baby came along, it did not know
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anythinf^ and never did. I saw it before I came to America. It must have

been nine or ten years old; it just lay on the bed, it did not seem to know

anything. It died in a little while after that. She went to her mother and

stepfather. After a while she and her half sister came to America to my

father at Crete, Nebraska. We were living in Greeley county at the time. We

attended the Sunday school in Spring Creek then and Mr, Watts would come over

and make us a visit. He had been married; his wife was dead. He had two sons,

I think there was one of the boys with him. He told me he was awful lonesome

after his wife died, I said to him, Mr. Watts if you had a good wife you

would be lots better off. I think I know where you could get a good one; she

is at Crete, Nebraska, with my father and mother. If you go down to Crete

and ask where Samuel McClung lives, most anyone can tell you; he is east of

town. Tell them I sent you down there. So he got started and went to the

place and found everything as I told him. As soon as he got down and met

her, he asked her out for a walk and I guess they got engaged before they

came into the house. The next day he got the license and was married. They

lived very happy together. They raised two children, a boy and a girl. When

he died I was at his funeral. He left her pretty well fixed. Her two child-

ren married and did well, Mrs. Watts died; I did not hear it until after the

funeral, so I told Dr, Moffit the whole story. He was glad to hear it. I

sure had a great time at that conference. But before I left there I wanted

to find out if anyone there knew anything about those two Korean men that

were converted in Manchuria. One of the missionaries said to me, I know those

two Korean men you speak about. Would you like to see them? I said I would.

He said we will go and see them. They live not far from here; so we went

that afternoon. He rapped on the door, and they said, come in. As we stepped

in, the doctor introduced me as a man from the same country that Dr, MeIntire

was from that brought the Gospel to them, I wish you had seen those two old

men get up; they were sitting on a bench reading their Bibles, They took

hold of me. Each had an arm and they shook me there and then for about 10

minutes. The tears were running down their cheeks. I said, doctor, it doesn*t

matter where we are raised or what color is our skin, if we are believers in

the Lord Jesus, we are brothers. He said that is so. About a week after that

the two old men came over to the conference where they saw me again and they

took hold of me again the same way. When they were leaving, they pointed up

and said, the next time we meet it will be up yonder where there will be no

parting.
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I had made up my mind that I'd go back home by the way of China. I knew

missionary in Shanghai. He wrote to me and wanted me to go back that way.

daughter said she would go with me as far as Peking, China. She wan e

mething done in the Rockefeller Hospital. So we were to start just as soon

got back. My son-in-law said to me. father. I heard there is trouble

, China and it may be you will not get through to Shanghai. My advrce to

,u would be let us go to the Japanese I am acquainted with. The man there

get you a passport for six months and when you go to Peking. China, and

.e the agent for the steamer if you can get through, you won't need this

issport. So I did as he said and we got started. We took our ticket to

jkden. Manchuria. We had to get another ticket on the Chinese railroad,

len we came to the Great Wall of China all trains are held up where the po-

ice come and Inspect all the people to find out if any should not go in.

ne police have their headquarters under the wall. Vlhen I got up the nex

ornlng and looked out and saw the land of graves. I don't see how China can

aise anything. The country is cut up with graves and they have the dirt

iled up on top of the dead. They must not put the bodies of the dead very

eep in the ground and along the side of the railroad, we passed graves along

he side of the Yellow Sea. You see how they have the beach cut up in g

ranches. When the tide comes out it brings out so much salt, and when t e

,ide leaves they gather up this salt. We got to Peking just as xt was ge g

,ark. When we were coming up to the city, it looked like a bxg prism

mil is so high it is called the City Foursquare. The wall is four m es eac

jflv l6 miles around.

we landed w. were .,t b, the doctor ot the Eookefeller Hospital, who

,.„k „s to hi. ho.e. My, s«oh wondertol bonding, are tho.e Hook.t.ll.re in

,-hlna. Meat .ornlng I went to the ho.plt.l -1th the doctor,

.... of the United State. Ar.y .an ca.e in, «• got talking about those

o-hine.e that are in northern China, and one of the officers said If 1 was .»t-

ing an ar.y of six-foot ..n I could get the. her. taste, than an, place I know.

Just as wo were talking. In ca.e a young Chinese .an and the doctor said,

here's the kind of ..n -e ha... He told hi. to step over until he could

...sure hi., H. ..a.ur.d hl.l be was a little over 6! feet. I never saw

any of that kind of fellow In the U. S. I told the doctor that I would go the

first thing and see the agent of the etea.shlp. He was an A.erican, cou

speak with hi., SO he sent a .an with .e and I talked with hi. and he said

there was no chance tor .e to get through to Shanghai. The track Is pulle
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p I told him my passport would soon run out. I told him I had gotten another

rom the Japanese. He said have it visaed and what money you have paid on your

are will be all right. So I went to the Japan office, the head man was there

nd his clerk. He spoke English. He asked me if I was a minister: I said no.

; was out here visiting my daughter, who is a missionary. He said, what do

ou think of the country? I said, your people are doing great things for

;orea. Look at the fine roads you are making through the country. Look at the

/ater system. Everything is fine. His eyes were pretty well open. His clerk

^ame in with the paper all fixed up. I said, how much do I owe you? Nothing

it all, he said. If you ever come here again, come in. I will be very glad

;o see you. I went and found the place where some of the missionaries had

Deen staying. There was a young Englishman from London. He was working with

ihe Mohammedan religion. I got along with him very well because I was from

the British Isles. So after we had eaten our lunch, he said to me, did you

see the Great Wall yet? I said I just saw it and that was all. I was not up

Dn it. So we started out. I said I will get my daughter. Then we will go

and visit it.

He and I went and got Ella and went to see the wall. I stepped under-

neath the wall to see how wide the foundation was. It was 75 feet. Then we

went up the steps in the inside and I measured it on top. It is 50 feet and

all along the outside run up a great tall range wall with little spaces all

along about two feet above the floor of the wall where they could put their

guns through and shoot at the enemy. The inside wall was all a row of little

houses and you would see little children by the hundreds playing on this wall.

As I looked over the city from this wall, I saw a great white building. I

said to this young missionary, what is that great white building? He said,

that is the Temple of Heaven: you want to see that. Also, you want to see

the Jade Fountain that is outside the wall right by the Summer Capital. There

is no one there now, only caretakers. The Winter Capital is on the other side

of the town. So we went in the forenoon to see the Temple of Heaven. We went

up the marble steps to a big front porch and there were two large basins,

one on each side with a bunch of hysop in each one. These were for holding

the blood of the animals that were sacrificed. The two priests would dip the

hysop in the blood and sprinkle the people as they would gather around the

temple. We saw through the temple the Holy of Holies was shut, so we could

not get in. We had kept our jlnrikisha man and we went on to the Jade Fountain
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nere were some of the missionaries at the fountain when we got there, stand-

ng and looking down. You could see nothing but green water; it was those

reen rocks that made it look that way. When I was there I was very thirsty

o I said to the folks that were there that I was going down to see what that

ater really is. So I went down the stone steps: it was a rough way down. I

on't think many went down, so I got to the water. I put my hand in it. My,

ut it was cold. The guides said if I would drink any of it, it was death,

o I lifted a handful up and said, see how clear that water is. I took a big

wallow. I never tasted any better water. I stepped off of the stones. I

hink the guards thought I was gone. I could see them watching me, every move

made

,

I am going in the morning to see the town mission. I saw Dr. McCune's at

yenohun and the one at Mukden. Now I want to see this one in China. I was

own there at 9 o'clock. I thought that was the best time to visit at their

orning devotion. I introduced myself to the doctor that was running the col-

ege. He invited me in to the morning devotion. I sat on the platform beside

he doctor. He asked me to speak a few words. He would interpret. I spoke

n the same line of thought that I spoke to the young men at Syenchun. I soon

•ound I had a different class of young men. I could see them punching each

.ther. I said, are there many Christians here? He said very few, the most

>f them are Mohammedans; they have no use for Christianity.

I went across the street to the university. I met the doctor. He in-

rited me in; he wanted to talk about the work in Korea. He had met my daugh-

ter. He said he was not satisfied the way the work was going on in China,

ie said there were just a few young men who were going into the ministry. I

said I had been up at Mukden and saw the 32 young men going out to preach the

lospel. He said when China was taken into the Presbyterian mission, the young

nen of the Mohammedan religion were up against it. I met this doctor after-

ward at the General Assembly. He said he had left China. I told Ella I was

through, so she said she wanted to get a few things. We went to a big store

where they sold Irish linen that was manufactured in Belfast, Ireland. She

.ot what she wanted. She said she wanted to stop over Sunday with a nurse

who is in a hospital downtown that we pass through going home. It is bor-

iering on the Yellow Sea. The U. S. Army has headquarters there, so we stopped.

;fe went to church on Sunday at the Army headquarters. In the evening we went

to hear an evangelist speak; he was real good. Monday morning we got ready

to leave for Andong. We went on the Chinese railroad to Mukden, then took
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ne Japanese to Taiku. Then we cane on the bus. The next train that came in

rom China was held up and two Americans were taken off the held for ransom,

o we thought we came off lucky. I had my Japanese passport so these folks

anted me to stop: I enjoyed it. I could not speak to them, but they liked

0 have me around. I would go after the mail: they would put the mail out

nd let me pick out mine.

When we got back, the Men's Bible Class met. They had no Bible Institute

hen: they got up one later. They met in the church, so I told my daughter

wanted to see how many would be there. They came from all the churches in

he district. I sat up on the platform and then a young man came in who I

bought was a heathen. He had a big topknot on. The Christians had them cut

,ff. The Rev. Anderson was sitting beside me. I said, is that man a heathen?

:e said. I asked him who he was. He said he belonged to some organization.

[e said he wanted to find out about this Jesus doctrine. He registered for

,he class. He came Tuesday. Every night someone gave a talk on the points

the lesson that the class had studied. Sunday he was there and Monday

evening is prayer meeting. He was there and the Korean prayer meeting lasts

.ong, as you could not stop them: they would pray most of the night. They

stopped about 10 o'clock. Mr. Crothers was there. This young man got to his

reet. He said he had come to find out about this Jesus doctrine, and I find

Lt is good enough for me. So I. before this congregation, take Jesus Christ

my personal saviour and by God's help I am going to serve him. So he went

lut into the town. He went to the first barber shop. I was there a few mes.

He rattled the door: the barber said, what do you want? He said I wan s

topknot cut off. The barber said come in the morning. I will cut it o .

He said, you will do it tonight. The sun will never shine on this topknot

again. So the barber had to get up and cut it off. Tl^e next day he came to

the Class with a smile. He had done something. He stopped until the class

was out and went home and preached the new-found Christ. Some time after.

Rev. Anderson got a letter from him telling him to come and baptize members

and start a church. There were 45 converts, so Rev. Anderson did not get

there for some time. When he got there, over 60 were taken into the church.

That is the way some of the work has gone in Korea.

I must tell you about the goats. They thought it is better to have two

good goats than a cow. They could tie them anywhere. They had two fine goa s

here, but they got too wise: they could pull the woven wire off with their
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horns. The outdoor man always did the milking and this morning he did not

come in with the milk. Ella said, father, I wish you would go to the pen and

see what is the matter with the man. He has not come in. So I went down to

the pen and I saw right away what was the matter. I saw where the man got too

close to their horns, so they ripped up the leg of his pants and all the cot-

ton batting had dropped out over the pen. When cold weather comes, the Koreans

always put cotton batting in their pants. So we got hold of the two goats.

Ella had sent her son James out to see what was wrong. He said, what is wrong,

grandpa? You bring down that little wood saw. He brought down the saw. and

all the children in the station came. I had the goats tied to a post. I took

the saw and commenced to cut off the horns. So those were the first horns

that were ever cut off in Korea#

me Korean church had a Korean pastor. He surely uas a fine .an. I liked

hi. and he thought quit, a bit of ... When .y son-ln-la» gave .. an Introduc-

tion to hi. (Koreans alu.ys ..ke a bo»), I balked up to hi. and held out .y

hand. H. took hold of It and I gave hi. a good shake. Th. next day I -as

going to th. post office and I ..t hi. on the street and he reached out with

hi. hand. W. gave each other a good handshake. The next Sunday he said to

., daughter, it 1. ea.y to knou your father Is a Oirlstlan, the bay he shake,

your hand. I had to laugh. He Is at the head of th. .Is.lo. over in (5,ln.,

doing a good work. The Korean churoh takes up a collection for the. every

year I told Ell. I banted to go and help a little. »y. e«»h a oro.d .as

out. When I ... there th. ..n sat on one side and bo.en on the other. They

collected all the .oney, and then t.o .en took a big basket and bent do™

th. bcen's side. There .ere quite a fe. bo.en that .ere lately brought In o

th, church. They had a great ...ting. Th. .Inter before I left they h. a

Mg evangelist, they called hi. th. Billy Sunday of Korea. He brough a lot

of people In. The .o.en had no .oney, so they took part of th, rloe they

had for their obn use. put It In little sacks, and the. t.o .en brought up

big basket of rice. They needed it the.selves. But they .anted to g v. so».

thing to th. Lord's bork. There ..= another church started *>'•-

.eetlngs of Billy Sunday. This ... the tobn on the other side of the

fro. Andong. They had nothing to do bith the nlsslonarles. They had a

reverend to oo.e into th. tobn to preach. There .ere quite a fe. little

Children, and children are all the sane. They like to see thing, that they

haven't got the.selv.s. So these little children bould co.e Into «>•

slonary oo.pound. There .as a .can -ho had no children of her cn at that



20

time Mrs. Anderson. She was a wonderful woman. She made so much of these

iittie Children. She gave them cookies, and she got a bunch of them to-

gether and said I will see what I can do with these children. Their paren

„0„'t h... .n,thi»g to do olth Chrl.tlaolty. Sh. taught the. littl. aougs.

:: aant to. L to co.o up to hau od.aa th. Pit.t Ohuiat.a,. I had he.n »t^

ther. to a.e a heathen th. Sunday hefora, so I went up to her ouse.

lifted th. rug of hen roo. and than, has a bunch of than, on tha S™und an

nuita a fa- had no shoes on and hair u.a not ooobad. I never ... anything

like It before. She said, hr. MaClung, do you think anything .111 co.e on

of this? If you cannot do so.ethlng, no on. els. naed try. Next .Inter

1“
.. up Igaln. by, aooh a ohanga.^ey ^

-«:;;;“l"::ir:h:

rbi'ry’s:::."*:’!*::!:: :.:tin:."L .. mdong .urch. sne urg.d

Children to get their fathers and .others and big

bo co.a and hear this .ond.rful .an. The, o... and got oonv.rted and before

I left they .era over at th. Andong church trying to raise .on.y buy

to f r a Church. I ... the first d.™ on the list. See .hat a .o.

can do .1th little heathen cblldran. I .as sura glad to see it co.a out

*
, -r + enrTv l6€Lvin£t find I n©v6r

I got ready to come back to America. I felt sorry
^ ,

V, for a stranger as there was a few nights before I started.

rerHaa'a big doing in the church for me. I -s

bye. IT^ey would say to
,,ere

see to things in America and I had to go. rj.i

p, t ,= =

1 had to cross the Sa. o, Japan. Thera .as a .Isslon.r, In

to stop .ith over Sunday. He .as to .e.t .. at the train. an

that to.n, he .a, not there. The Prince of Hales .as ^ J
» “

so I got on the train and ..nt on to the seaport. I «.nt to the

hotll .hare th. .Isslon.rl.s stopped and they gave -a the s.~ ra .

.isslonarles. Hy ship .as held -P ^
"L"::'.as sho.lng ho. ..

ference .as going ” “
„„„i „.g. cloth out of It.

Clipped our sheep with macnineiy
in seeing

Iharl .as a large Buddhist te.ple on tha grounds. I .as Inter S

the flock, of people being do» befor. the shrine going

and every 15 or SO hinut.s a priest .ould open tha door °

They .ere on th.ir tae.s o„ tha ..rbla steps belc Ha

and ..V. scathing he had in his hand and they .ould leava. Another bunch


